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A new wave of technol-
ogy is about to engulf us.
Though developed back in
1992, the 3D printer is
about to revolutionize life
as we know it. 

The 3D printer is still
priced beyond the means
of the average consumer,
but so were many other
pieces of new technology
that now adorn even the
low income homes. 

The price of an elabo-
rate model will eventually
come into reach of the av-
erage consumer and, at
that point, look for life to
change.

The 3D printer scans
an object and creates a
three dimensional image.
It then produces that im-
age, not using paper, but
by directing very thin
strands of product, such

as heated plastic, to create
a three dimensional prod-
uct. The recreation of the
object from a scanned im-
age is done with micro-
scopic precision. 

In fact, most objects
produced by a 3D printer
are so perfect, they elim-
inate many categories of
finishing work.

3D printers already
produce custom wedding
cakes and other food

products. In Europe, thir-
ty foot printers are actual-
ly producing housing
units. Load the scanned
images and the proper
raw material; hit a button
and, presto, out comes a
human dwelling.

3D printers have, of
course, the potential for
many unpleasant things.
They have already been
used to produce plastic
guns. 

How far is the capabil-
ity from making elaborate
custom wedding cakes
from making, say, sarin
gas?

3D printers may some-
day produce replacement
human organs. They al-
ready produce custom
dentistry products. 

In 2013, a 3D printer
replicated perfectly 75

percent of a human skull
using a flexible polymer. 

In an amazing display
of this technology, Uni-
versity of Michigan sur-
geons rebuilt a portion of
a baby’s heart using ma-
terial formed by a 3D
printer.

Medical applications
are likely to prolong hu-
man life beyond our wild-
est dreams. 

You pickled your liver?
No problem, you will be
able to print out a new liv-
er. Replacing hearts,
lungs, kidneys, even
brains—all of these are
now at least possibilities.
The implications for the
human condition are enor-
mous.

Such technology cre-
ates a need for applica-
tions with morality, eth-

ics, and in service of the
human condition. 

New technology, al-
ways welcome, has se-
cured and ameliorated hu-
man existence, but it al-
ways harbors the poten-
tial for evil.

And yet, we stand at the
precipice of a new sweep-
ing technology revolu-
tion.

With a 3D printer and
the appropriate materi-
als, you can make almost
anything. Maybe now is
the time to think about
how you can specialize
and take advantage of the
vast changes that will
surely be wrought by this
technology.

People are already
making foods and wed-
ding cakes, so you will
have to think of some-

thing else the world needs
that you are interested in
producing. 

Having a 3D printer
means there will be no
need for outsourcing to
overseas producers. You
can load your printer and
produce whatever it was
you were buying from Pa-
kistan.The new technol-
ogy that can produce new
life saving materials can
also be used to make mi-
croscopic bombs. 

Hot plastic, frosting,
human tissues and what-
ever else, the 3D printer is
on the technology horizon
and it is headed our way. 

Jim Hettinger is the chief
provocateur of Urban(e)
development Services and
retired chief executive of Battle
Creek Unlimited.
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These are hard times
for Congress. Its approv-
al ratings have seen a
bump from their historic
lows of a few months ago,
but it’s a small one. 

Our representative de-
mocracy’s keystone polit-
ical institution is widely
derided as ineffective,
unproductive, irrelevant,
and sadly out of touch.

It is no coincidence
that this comes while
Congress has developed a
taste for so-called “unor-
thodox lawmaking,” wan-
dering far outside its tra-
ditional procedures. 

That’s why I would ar-
gue that as grim as things
seem now, there is a fix
for what ails Congress.

Broadly speaking, it
involves congressional
process. 

Let me quote John Din-
gell, the canny U.S.
House member from
Michigan who recently
announced his retire-
ment. “I’ll let you write
the substance,” he once
told a House Judiciary
subcommittee, “...you let
me write the procedure,
and I’ll screw you every
time.” 

In legislative bodies,
whoever controls the
process controls the re-
sult. If it wants to restore
itself, Congress must
make its processes exem-
plary and fair.

Members should be-
gin by opening the floor
to more amendments. At
the moment amendments
are tightly limited, if not
banned outright, in an ef-
fort by the leadership to
control the outcome. 

This restricts debate,
impedes the free flow of
ideas, and strengthens
leaders while disempow-
ering ordinary members.

The leadership also
needs to give up its con-
centrated power and
hand more authority to
congressional commit-
tees. However worthy
congressional leaders
may be, they cannot do
the job that the commit-
tee system was designed
for: holding hearings, in-
quiring deeply into is-

sues, eliciting facts, lay-
ing out options, arguing
over amendments, find-
ing the common ground
needed to advance legis-
lation.

The simple truth is
that members of Con-
gress are there primarily
to legislate — not to raise
money or score political
points on television. 

Yet Congress seems to
devote less and less time
to crafting and passing
legislation; it is losing the
habit and the skills, and
its work product suffers. 

It needs to work hard-
er at the job Americans
expect.

To make this possible,
the Senate should do
more of its business by
simple majority vote of
the senators present and
voting. 

Iknow that many sena-
tors like the ability to fili-
buster, and do not want to
abandon the rule that re-
quires 60 votes to close
debate. But here’s the
thing: the super-majority
rule, as it has been ap-
plied recently, has be-
come a formula for impo-
tence and disorder. 

Every democratic in-
stitution in this country
operates by majority rule
except the Senate, where
a small minority can com-
pletely gum up the works.

It’s important for the
majority to assure fair
procedures that take mi-
nority views fully into ac-
count, but at the end of
the day Congress needs to
work, not be hamstrung
by loyalty to a Senate rule
that has outlived its pur-
pose.

Which is not to say that
tradition has no place on
Capitol Hill. Many of the
procedures it developed

over long years of prac-
tice were designed to im-
prove its functioning —
especially in designing
and enacting the federal
budget. 

That process is com-
pletely broken now. Con-
gress needs to focus its
attention on returning to
the traditional budget
process of considering
separate appropriations
bills, as opposed to lump-
ing the entire budget into
a single bill.

Other key processes
also need mending. The
confirmation of presiden-
tial appointees is absurd-
ly slow, seriously jeopar-
dizing a president’s abili-
ty to govern. 

Some 50 ambassado-
rial nominees await votes
in the Senate, some of
them having cooled their
heels for months, and for-
eign governments are no-
ticing and taking offense. 

The congressional eth-
ics committees are dor-
mant. Travel privileges
are routinely abused —
the government should
pay for legitimate con-
gressional travel and no
trips should be paid for
by special interest
groups. 

The crucially impor-
tant oversight process
has become a political
sideshow. Campaign ex-
penditures should be lim-
ited and donors should be
disclosed.

The point of all this is
that Congress is listing,
but it can right itself. It
may not be able to tackle
all of these proposed fix-
es at once, but each is
within its power. 

Members should quit
throwing up their hands
and protesting that they
can’t do anything about
their own institution’s
problems. 

It’s their job to put
Congress back in work-
ing order and they have
the power to do it.

Lee Hamilton is director of the
Center on Congress at Indiana
University. He was a member
of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.

Quit throwing hands
up in the air
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In 1978, as part of no-
fault insurance reform,
the Michigan Legislature
formed and instituted the
Michigan Catastrophic
Claims Association. 

The rationale was to
establish a fund which
would pay for serious
medical injuries which
exceeded a certain dollar
amount. 

To properly finance it,
a $3 fee (tax) was as-
sessed per vehicle, with
“unlimited” personal in-
jury benefits for claim-
ants. 

The Michigan Cata-
strophic Claims Associa-
tion would be overseen by
what is now the Office of
Financial & Insurance
Services and adminis-
tered by a director and
five gubernatorial ap-
pointments from among
larger Michigan insur-
ance companies.

Today, Michigan Cata-
strophic Claims Associa-
tion currently covers in-
dividual catastrophic
medical claims exceed-
ing $530,000 from which
only a very tiny minority
of Michigan drivers ever
benefit. 

The state insurance in-
dustry supports Michi-
gan Catastrophic Claims
Association cost reform,
yet Michigan remains the
only state in the nation to
offer “unlimited” bene-
fits for those severely in-
jured in auto accidents. 

That alone should get
us all thinking.

Michigan drivers are
currently assessed a
“tax-equivalent” of $188
annually per vehicle to
fund Michigan Cata-
strophic Claims Associa-
tion, plus any additional
“statutory” fees. 

For families with mul-
ti-vehicles, simply do the
math: it is arguably ex-
cessive and unafford-
able. 

Thus it should come as
no surprise to any of us
that at least one-fifth of
Michigan drivers are
without insurance — re-
portedly up to 50 percent
in some of our major cit-
ies.

Yes, the Michigan Cat-
astrophic Claims Associ-
ation has persistent or-
ganizational flaws which
need to be addressed. 

First of all, Michigan
insurance companies
generally support no-
fault reform, but have a
credibility problem in the
eyes of taxpayers. 

Secondly, meetings
are closed to the public,
and the board has no pub-
lic representation. 

It is immune from the
Open Meetings Act and is
not required to comply
with the Freedom of In-
formation Act. 

Even the state insur-
ance commissioner (a
non-voting board mem-
ber) isn’t free to speak
about its inner workings.

Two years ago, Rep.
Phil Cavanaugh intro-
duced legislation to re-
form the Michigan Cata-
strophic Claims Associa-
tion, to no avail. 

Back in 2005, Gov.
Granholm called for the
Legislature to inject
more accountability re-
garding Michigan Cata-
strophic Claims Associa-
tion operations. 

Again, to no avail. 

Last year, the gover-
nor proposed reform
which would also include
aone million dollar cap on
future CAT claims — still
easily the highest in the
nation — 20 times more
than the next highest
state of New York. 

It also proposed a $25
per-vehicle fee to cover
Medicaid expenses for
those very few drivers to
exceeding the cap. 

Currently, the Legisla-
ture is now pondering
similar reform strate-
gies, but with ten-million
dollar cap.

The fact that Michigan
has among the highest in-
surance rates in the na-
tion, and is the only state
with unlimited medical
benefits has an indisput-
able, direct correlation. 

This unlimited medi-
cal aspect has been a reci-
pe for cost excesses and
abuse — with some med-
ical providers charging
two, three, four times
more than normal. 

Any no-fault reform
without medical costs
containment and combat-
ing fraud would be futile.

With Michigan’s ill-
conceived unlimited
medical benefits, the
equivalent of an open
checkbook, it’s really no
wonder that many of the
coalitions — which open-
ly oppose reform — do so
with such vigor and inten-
sity. 

In short, our Michigan
Catastrophic Claims As-
sociation funding mecha-
nism is like a feverishly
ill patient which has been
unnecessarily hemor-
rhaging too much taxpay-
er money for way too
long. 

The time is ripe for
Michiganders to cast a
deaf ear to the many self-
serving pleadings, and
for our Legislature to fi-
nally muster the courage
to effect meaningful auto
insurance reform. 

The sooner, the better.

Lou Kitchenmaster is an
independent insurance agency
owner in the
Stanton-Greenville area.

Time for Michigan
to reform insurance

LOU
KITCHENMASTER
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it should come as
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least one-fifth of
Michigan drivers

are without
insurance 

This is not an advice
column. I sometimes of-
fer recommendations, but
typically, it isn’t personal. 

It’s aimed at the macro
level of the society. This
way people don’t take
things too personally, al-
though challenging any
beliefs/value systems can
get people lathered up. 

I did note a set of “tips”
the other day on Facebook
posted by good friend,
Jim Keefer. 

This list of 45 sugges-
tions was a reminder of
things your father shared
with you when growing
up. Or, like my father, a
WWII combat veteran
who kept things pretty
close to his chest .... you
had to sort of infer what
he was aiming at.

Since I didn’t infer ev-
erything as well as I
might, and being a visual
learner, I like lists. 

This list was oriented
toward young men ... but
because I see no reason
why women can’t get ad-
vice from fathers, I’m

making the list gender
neutral. 

It’s broken down into
three categories: opposite
sex, work and life worth
living (and yes, there is
overlap there!). Taking
my favorite of each cate-
gory I wanted to share
what I was surprised and
pleased to read:

First, “Go for men/
women you perceive to be
“out of your league.”
You’ll surprise yourself.” 

The alert reader will
recognize this piece of ad-
vice falls into the “life
worth living” category.
This tip isn’t about you

and men/women as poten-
tial partners. This is about
self-esteem and self-
worth. 

Only the narcissists
among us think they are
as good or better than
they really are. 

The rest of us tend to
have astonishingly mod-
est views of ourselves and
what we think we deserve.
That is why the power of
positive thinking is so
critical to one’s self-im-
age. 

As the famous psychol-
ogist once said “If you
think you can or you think
you can’t, you’re right.”

Will this approach lead
to some rejection and fail-
ure? Absolutely. Embrace
failure. 

If you never push your
limits to the failing point,
you never know how far
that boundary is. And, you
never learn what you need
to do differently. 

Leave your ego at the
door and drive on.

“Never take him/her to
the movies on the first

date.” It isn’t about the
movie, or the dinner, or
your car ... it’s about you
and what you have to say
for yourself. 

I was also going to say
it isn’t about your clothes,
but since I’m a nudist,
people might say that is
self-serving. 

The fact is, if you are
serious about a relation-
ship vs. a hookup, you
want someone you enjoy
talking with. A lot. 

Although its hard to be-
lieve when you’re 25,
there is more to a relation-
ship with the opposite sex
than sex. You will spend
most of your waking
hours together talking
and listening to each other
... so you should like doing
that ... a lot ... almost as
much as sex. 

“You can tell the size of
the woman/man by the
size of the things that
bother them.” All of us
have petty annoyances
and things that go wrong.
But that isn’t an excuse
for road rage, office rage

or cap-off-the-toothpaste
rage. 

It isn’t about us ... there
are bigger issues in the
world. 

Remember the line
from Casablanca where
Rick (Bogart) tells Ilsa
(Ingrid Bergman) that in
spite of the fact they love
each other ... he is making
her get on the plane and he
is staying behind for the
fight “... it doesn’t take
much to see the problems
of three little people don’t
amount to a hill of beans in
this crazy world. Some-
day you’ll understand
that.” 

Now, that is perspec-
tive.

The last favorite I’m
going to single out (there
are others — for the full
list go to www.tickld.com/
x/45-man-tips ) is this: “Go
with the decision that
makes for a better story.”

Pretty quixotic but it is
something I’ve done
(some) in my life and I
have some great stories to
tell ... just ask me about

the motorcycle trip to the
Arctic Circle or the Mof-
fat Tunnel. 

Life is more than logi-
cal, rational decisions.
Those are handy some-
times.

But most of us spend
lots of time trying to make
the “right,” logical deci-
sion and not make a mis-
take. 

Life is more than about
work, money, or living
comfortably. Sometimes
its about living uncom-
fortably but having a hell
of a story at the end.

The last idea might be
to use tips like this to dia-
logue with your own par-
ents or your children to
learn their thinking and
share some of your own.

It’s that talking thing
again ... 

Bill is principal of the
WJSchroer Co. a Battle Creek
based marketing and research
firm and former board member
of the Naturist Action
Committee. His email is
naturist18a@gmail.com.
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