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Recently, thisnewspaperran
a story on downtown Battle
Creek using a comparative con-
text involving Kalamazoo, Has-
tings, andMarshall.

A BCU spokesperson said
Battle Creek did not want to be
those towns as it had its own
identity to establish.

Having been in on the re-
search, development, writing,
and testing of the Downtown
Transformation Plan (DTP), it
was always BCU’s intention to
create a totally different form
of downtown redevelopment.

In that sense, comparisons
withthesecommunitiesoperate
from implicit assumptions
about downtown development
which may not be relevant.

The planning recognized the
fact that traditional measure-
ments did not fit Battle Creek.
Population growth is something
that takesplacesouthof theMa-
son Dixon Line. Income growth
takes place north of the Mason

Dixon Line.
Income levels in Michigan

and Battle Creek have fallen
due to deindustrialization, dis-
investment, and a failure to un-
derstand the importanceofedu-
cation as a means to get ahead.

We never had to.
The ten highest educated

metro areas in the U.S. are also
the ten highest compensated.
Interestingly, eight of the ten
are in “blue” states. By contrast
the ten lowest educated metro
areasare the lowestcompensat-
ed.

With Battle Creek Public
Schools, St. Phil’s, Willard Li-
brary, and a number of higher
education options all centered
in the downtown, why not try to
grow education there?

In fact, why not coordinate
these entities in utilizing the
city’s advanced fiber optic ca-
pability to make any form of
education, training, and up skil-
ling ubiquitous for the Battle
Creek resident?

The president of Kellogg
Community College believes
there ismore training andmore
certification in theBattleCreek
education market than many
others.

How canwe foster higher in-
come levels through better use
of this data and better access to
higher paying jobs, say, in the
emerging food protection in-
dustry, a competencywhere we
already have a giant leg up?

Secondly, the theoretical un-
derpinnings of the DTP com-

bineelementsofMichaelPorter
(Cluster Theory applied to food
safety), David Birch (technol-
ogy based small business devel-
opment), Richard Florida (at-
tracting the young and “hip”),
and Joel Kotkin (making down-
towns residential and family
friendly).

In addition, the concept of
“walkable urbanity” came from
the Brookings Institution. This
array of left leaning thinkers
should give our “progressives”
wild enthusiasm for the down-
town.

The new infrastructure is
part of a new congruence (Har-
ry Eckstein’s Theories of Con-
gruence) necessary tomake the
downtown a special place.

That congruence must be
found in the efforts of all down-
town institutions from BCU to
education to the city toMcCam-
ly Plaza to the Big Ks to the re-
tail community.

Thecongruencemustbepart

of a new downtown business
ecology that excludes “business
as usual” approaches.

With an employment base
growing downtown and a new
modern infrastructure that is
making people feel safer, Battle
Creek is re-building its down-
town like no other.

People should be buoyed by
the fact that themomentumand
progress has even put the Heri-
tage Tower back in play, some-
thing I never thought possible,
given the neglect over the
years. But this is what can hap-
pen.

Mindsmust stay open to new
possibilities andnewopportuni-
ties. Hastings, Marshall, and
Kalamazoo do not set the stan-
dard for Battle Creek. We have
our own pathway.

Jim Hettinger is the chief provo-
cateur of Urban(e) Development
Services and retired chief exec-
utive of Battle Creek Unlimited.

Battle Creek must define its own identity
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While bullying be-
tween school children has
rightly received much at-
tention in recent years,
other types of school-
based bullying are rarely
discussed.

Bullyingof studentsby
their teachers remains a
significantproblemand is
every bit as dangerous as
peer-to-peer bullying.

Teacher-on-student
bullying takes many
forms, ranging from
physical to verbal and
emotional abuse.

Like youth bullies,
teachers are most likely
to pick on students they
perceive as vulnerable.

Teachers can take ad-
vantage of the inordinate
amount of power they
have over students and
can generally feel safe
that they will face no re-
percussions, as school
systems are set up by
adults and supposedly
any and all “discipline” is
for thechild’s “owngood.”

Parents and adminis-
trators often do not be-
lieve students who report
that their teacher is a bul-
ly.

There are no tools spe-
cifically designed to mea-
sure teacher-on-student
bullying, while there is a
plethora of surveys and
other data sets about
youth bullying.

Sometimes, however,
incidents of teacher-on-
student bullying do make
the news.

Teaching Tolerance
featured a story in fall
2011 about a teacher who
encouraged her class to
make pig noises at a boy
she thought needed to be
more organized.

That same fall, the To-
day Show aired a video of
a teacher berating a spe-
cial needs student for her
appearance and her class
performance.

The tape was captured
when the girl’s parents
senther to schoolwearing

a wire.
On the tape, the teach-

er swears, verbally hu-
miliates the girl, and
throws a chair around the
room.

In October 2012, anoth-
er teacher embarrassed a
six-year-old boy who kept
twirling his hair by tying
it into pigtails in front of
the class.

Later that year, an ele-
mentary school teacher
encouraged students to
spit at a 9-year-old who
had made a “raspberry”
at a classmate, while a
New York City math
teacher was “reassigned”
to administrative duty for
swatting at and spitting at
students.

Students claimed that
this was a regular occur-
rence that just happened
to be caught on video.

In June 2013, the Huf-
fington Post reported
about a Florida science
teacher who harassed his
students by writing test
questions like this one:

“A 50 kg student has a
momentum of 500 kg m/s
as the teacher launches
him toward thewall, what
is the velocity of the stu-

dent heading toward the
wall?”

Policies at many
schools allow this type of
abuse. Corporal punish-
ment remains an option
for school districts in 20
states, despite decades of
researchshowingthat it is
harmful to students and
counterproductive.

In their1999 bookDan-
gerous Schools, IrwinHy-
man and Pamela Snook
document the stories of
studentswhowerehurt so
badly by a teacher’s pad-
dling that they began
hemorrhaging.

Studentstoldthemhor-
ror stories about being
beaten with all kinds of
implements, often in
front of others so as to
maximize the humilia-
tion, all with the approval
of the school district.

They also told stories
of other types of degrada-
tion, such as when teach-
ers refused to allow them
to use bathroom facilities
and they were forced to
urinate on themselves.

Don’t get me wrong:
Most teachers do not do
these things. Most teach-
ers work hard and care
deeply for their students.

It is also true, however,
that most students do not
bully anyone, either.

Yetwe stillwork to end
the problem of bullying
becauseweknowhowaw-
ful it is, both in the short
and long term.

I believe that we must
also critically examine
teacher-on-student bully-
ing as well, including
those policies that en-
dorse abusive behavior.

If we do not, our si-
lence says that bullying is
OK as long as the perpe-
trator stands in front of
the classroom.

Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in
the Barry University
Department of Sociology &
Criminology and is syndicated
by PeaceVoice.

Bullying not
confined to

student on student
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Teacher-on-stud-
ent bullying takes
many forms ...
teachers are most
likely to pick on
students they
perceive as
vulnerable.

What will healthcare
insurance cover under
theAffordableCareAct?

The Essential Health
Benefits

Someof thekeyprovi-
sions of the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) are said
to be changes to private
insurance plans to pro-
tect consumers.

One importantprotec-
tion is the establishment
of a package of essential
health benefits.

The Essential Health
Benefits Package ad-
dresses two challenges
that have commonly
faced consumers:

1) Making it easy to
understand what health
benefits are included in
insurance plans;

2) Ensuring that
health insurance plans
offer adequate benefits
forenrolleesandkeyser-
vices that most people
commonly need in their
lifetime are not left out
of plans.

The Affordable Care
Act sets certain stan-
dards that all insurers
must meet, and man-
dates thatallhealthplans
offered to those who buy
health insurance on their
own or in small groups,
both insideandoutsideof
the Health Insurance
Marketplace, include a
minimum of the follow-
ing ten essential health
benefits.

» Ambulatory patient
services, suchasdoctor’s
visits and outpatient ser-
vices

» Prescription drugs
» Emergency care
»Mental health ser-

vices
»Hospitalization
» Rehabilitative and

habilitative services and
devices

» Preventive and
wellness services and
chronic disease manage-
ment

» Laboratory services
»Maternity and new-

born care
» Pediatric services,

including oral and vision
care

Insurance policies
must cover these bene-
fits in order to be certi-
fied and offered in the
Health Insurance Mar-
ketplace, and all Medi-
caid state plans must
cover these services by
2014.

In addition to the 10
essential benefits, the
law also sets certain
standards that all insur-
ers must meet, whether
they’re providing health
insurance through an
employer or directly to
individuals and small
groups.

The laweliminatesan-
nual and lifetime limits
on essential medical ex-
penses; prohibits insur-
ers fromdroppingcover-
age or raising premiums
if the insuredpersongets

sick — or from denying
coverage if you have a
preexisting condition;
ensures that your child
can stay on your health
plan until age 26; and
caps annual out-of-pock-
et medical and drug ex-
penses up to an estimat-
ed $6,400 for individuals
and $12,800 for families.

This is the third guest
editorial in a series to
help explain the impact
of ACA on individuals in
our community.

We do not claim to be
experts on the Afford-
able CareAct, butwe are
committed to pro-viding
you with useful informa-
tion that will help us as a
community to be better
prepared for what is
coming.

Please watch the pa-
per daily next week for
specific Q&A related to
this guest editorial.

Teresa Osborne is director of
community relations at
Community HealthCare
Connections. Send questions
or comments to
chcinfo@CHCconnections.org.

Essential benefits
covered by ACA

TERESA OSBORNE
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The Affordable Care Act sets certain standards that all
insurers must meet, including a minimum of 10 essential
health benefits, one of which is maternity and newborn
care. GETTY IMAGES

Of the 1,524 pieces of art be-
ing placed on display for the up-
coming ArtPrize in Grand Rap-
ids (competition runs fromSept.
18-Oct. 6) four are getting all the
comments (and press) already.

One of the pieces had to be
moved to avoid causing traffic
accidents. Astute readers may
either guess or have read about
the four lifelike nude sculptures
situated in front of DeVos Hall.

What is adding to the interest
(for me) and the indignation of
some more uptight citizens is
the nudes are life-like in two
ways: First they are anatomical-
ly correctwithpenises andvagi-
nas and secondly, they reflect
the body shapes of average peo-
ple ... with the flaws, pear-
shapedbodiesanda lackofmod-
el attractiveness.

Reading the comments made
to the media, it’s difficult to tell
which sensitivity is outraged
more ... thenudity or the fact the
sculptures reflect average hu-
mans with the level of attrac-
tiveness most of us possess.

“You know this is really one
ugly ... entry,” and, “The nudity

doesn’t bother me a bit, but that
is one ugly sculpture.”

But, thentherewastheantici-
pated outrage over the nudity
“Oh the insanity! Won’t some-
body think of the children?”

Some viewers though, abso-
lutely were thinking of the chil-
dren “... my son ... andmy girl ...
(6 and 2) wouldn’t think twice
about these sculptures, except
maybe they would be jealous
that they (the sculptures) get to
hang out in public without
clothes on.”

Thismomwentontopointout
“If you teach your kids that bod-
ies are natural youwon’t have to

shield them from harmless
things like this.” Is she from
Europe or what?

Of course, Europe has nude
sculptures everywhere and
Americans justhavetodealwith
it when they’re over there.

Buttobringnudesculptureto
Grand Rapids? Is this art or
cheap sensationalist exploita-
tion?

I’m not qualified to answer
that ... but Iwill say Ibelieve this
is art and the reaction to it is a
snapshot of American culture ...
which is often what art is about.

As a naturist, when I talk
about social nudism, I’m some-
times confronted by people who
either believe non-sexual public
nudity is immoral or,more often
“I would never let anyone see
me nude (outside of my
spouse).”

“Why not?”
“My body is terrible.”
“No it isn’t....”
But, far too many of us

haven’t been able to accept our
ownbodies ... let alone others. So
when we see a nude sculpture,
we get uncomfortable andwhen

we see one that reminds us of us
... it’s even worse.

It is the lack of acceptance of
our own bodies, not the nudity
that is affecting an entire gener-
ation (or the greater number
thereof) of those children that
one viewer was so distressed
about.

I gave a talk to the Optimists
Club in Battle Creek recently
about naturism and mentioned
in the 1950s, segregated classes
of boys (and I presume girls?)
swam nude at Battle Creek Cen-
tral and other school swimming
pools. Itwas no big deal. Several
of the older members of the au-
dience perked right up when I
mentioned this ... and confirmed
my report. They recalled swim-
ming nude back then and smiled
at the memories.

Contrast that with today’s in-
ability of schools to get students
taking P.E. to take a shower af-
terward. The problem is so bad
there are products on the mar-
ket students use to camouflage
the smell of body odor that
comes from working out. They
will buy and use those products

rather than take theirclothesoff
and take a shower. Want to talk
about insanity?

The sculptures at ArtPrize
may shock or make some ner-
vous ...but theymayjustencour-
age some people (teens and up)
to confront their bodies with a
little more tolerance and accep-
tance. But don’t worry about the
2 and 6 year olds ... they’re just
fine with their bodies and being
nude. Seeing this exhibit they
maywell be jealous those sculp-
tures get to hang out in front of
DeVos Hall without clothes on.

Me too.
May they hold that comfort

level with their bodies as they
grow. There may be hope for
body acceptance in the future if
we have enough exhibits like
this. In the meantime, take your
kids to ArtPrize and be open to
the art.

Bill is principal of the WJSchroer Co. a
Battle Creek based marketing and
research firm and former board
member of the Naturist Action
Committee. His email is
naturist18a@gmail.com.

ArtPrize entry offers snapshot of our culture
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