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The Catholic schools in Battle Creek
have been a vital part of our family’s
education and the education of this
community for almost 100 years. 

Along with our parents, aunts, un-
cles, grandmothers, siblings, we attend-
ed St. Joseph and St. Philip Catholic
schools here in Battle Creek. 

Continuing the legacy, our daughters
are attending Battle Creek Area Catho-
lic Schools. 

Over the years, many aspects of the
schools and education have changed,
but the important components remain
constant: the emphasis on academics,
the teachers’ commitment to our chil-
dren, the sense of family, and encourag-
ing students to grow in their faith. 

This unique educational opportunity
in not available in every community,
and we are blessed that it has been
present in Battle Creek for so many
generations.

Throughout our time at St. Joseph
Elementary, Middle School, and St.

Philip High School, we remember the
teachers as great mentors with ex-
treme dedication.

Mr. Zuk was particularly helpful
with encouraging Aimee in her chosen
profession as a teacher. Mrs. Grosso
had a way of making us excited to
learning about science. 

The teachers at our Catholic schools
are here because they want to be here.
They believe in investing in our chil-
dren beyond the typical work day. 

This was true when we were stu-
dents at St. Joseph and St. Philip

schools, and we see it now first-hand
with the current staff as our girls start
their journey through Catholic School
at St. Joseph Elementary. 

As a family, there was never any
question if our children would attend
Catholic school. We believe it creates
the foundation by which our family
lives.

Being part of this Catholic communi-
ty, both school and parish, enriches our
lives and it is our job to take care of it.
It reminds us why we are here: to serve
God, our community, and one another.

We realize the importance of giving
back and making sure our parishes and
Catholic schools are here for genera-
tions to come. 

We expect our children will do the
same. We want our parishes and Catho-
lic schools to be here for their children
and future generations. 

However, this is not the responsibil-
ity of one person or one family. It takes
all of us working together through ser-

vice and financial support to ensure the
longevity and vitality of our Battle
Creek Area Catholic Schools. 

As the Battle Creek Area Catholic
Schools Foundation works to wrap up
the 2015 Annual Fund Drive, let’s work
together sharing time, talent, and trea-
sure to make our schools stronger and
positively impact this community.

To make a donation, go to
www.BCACS.org and click on “Donate
Today” or mail a check to Battle Creek
Area Catholic School Foundation, 63 N.
24th St., Battle Creek, Mich., 49015. 

For more information, contact
Louanne McIntyre at 963-4771 or lmcin-
tyre@bcacs.org. 

To consider enrollment in our Catho-
lic schools, contact Cathy Erskine at
963-1131 or cerskine@bcacs.org.

Thank you for investing in our stu-
dents today, for a brighter tomorrow!

Pat and Amiee Downey’s family attend Battle
Creek Area Catholic Schools.

Giving back during Catholic Schools Week
Pat and
Aimee
Downey

Lakeview High School stu-
dents finished their first 12 week
trimester recently. In Scott Dur-
ham’s World at War classes,
students studied the causes,
impact, and stories of WWII,
including those of the Holocaust.

Durham, who visited 10 of the
killing centers used by the Nazis
during the Holocaust as a recipi-
ent of the DeMaso International
Fellowship, approached teach-
ing the Holocaust differently
after that experience. “There is
so much more than the murders
to talk about,” said Durham.

Durham, in collaboration
with Lakeview librarian Marga-
ret “Gigi” Lincoln, designed a
new way to study the Holocaust
that focuses less on the Final
Solution, but more on the proc-
ess of both chipping away the
meaningful parts of Jewish life
and then the rebuilding of those
same meaningful lives after the
end of WWII. 

Here, as we approach Holo-
caust Remembrance Day on
Tuesday, is a sampling of the
students’ essays.

Knowledge

I learned that the second
World War was a terrible
thing for every country

involved and even the non-
involved.

In war, there’s no winners,
there are only casualties, be-
cause even the soldiers that live
come back home and can be
dead inside, always thinking
about the atrocities that they
saw.

Sometimes aggressive deci-
sion has to be made in order to
secure the lives of your people.

It’s a subject everybody
should learn so that things like
this don’t happen again.

— Igor Zanelly Baretto

Respect

O ne of the main things we
should be focused on in
the world today and

something we should have fo-
cused on when WWI and WWII
happened, is respect for one
another. 

During the Holocaust, we
didn’t respect that the Jews
should have had the same rights

as everyone else, considering
they didn’t do anything to begin
with to cause the Holocaust.

A question to ask yourself
would be this: what comes to
your mind when you hear the
word “respect”?

What can I do to earn respect
and respect other people? Here
are some steps to follow to gain
respect and also respect others

1: Just be polite. Everyone
likes it when you compliment
them, or maybe just a simple
“hello” would be nice.

2: When you’re in public, hold
the door open for someone.
When you walk in, hold the door
open for the person behind you.

3: Don’t be so judgmental. If
someone likes something you
don’t like then just don’t say
anything. Just an “okay” or
“that’s not an interest of mine,
mine is…”

— Ambyr Toney

Selflessness

O ne of the things we strug-
gle with today as humans
is selflessness and our

sense of community. 
We only focus on ourselves

and our wants and needs while
overlooking others who have
unmet needs.

In World War II, a persecut-
ed Jewish boy by the name of
Max Leibmann was on the run
from the Germans. He made it
to a small French town called Le
Chambon.

This town wasn’t like any
other towns. Typically, citizens
would just collaborate and turn
Jews over to the Germans be-
cause it was the easy way out.

But in Le Chambon, it was
very different. This whole town
banded together against the
Germans to hide Jews. 

This was a truly selfless
action that this community
took upon themselves which
shows selflessness and com-
munity.

Now, we all can’t all hide
Jews from the Germans, or do
something spectacular, but
together, we can all make a
difference. Even if people just
get together and provide things
for people in need. Even if it’s
bringing food to someone who is

homeless, or bringing them a
coat during the wintertime. 

Together, doing little things
can make huge differences if
we all participate. Students can
band together in our schools to
stop bullying. 

Together, we can make the
world a better place by taking
selfless action with others to
provide for the needy and make
the world a better place.

— Jacob Ludwick

Community

D ear whoever is reading
this: There has been so
much destruction in the

world regarding human life
and the things that we need to
do to build up the life and the
blocks of the people in the
world. 

So rather than tearing down
the walls of others we need to
come together and build up the
walls as a community.

Here are a few things that
you should do.

1. Stop what you are doing in
this moment and go out and do
something small for the com-
munity. It doesn’t need to be
something big, but something
that will make a difference to
at least one person. 

Granted, you don’t have to
do something as amazing as
Nicholas Winton, and go out
and save a train full of Jewish
children. 

But the small actions will
come together and actually get
something done and make the
world a better place.

2. Look at yourself and think
about the ways that you can
make your life better. Maybe
smile at people when you walk
by them. Pay it forward to
someone who is having a bad
day. 

Go out of your way to help
people rather than sitting down
and doing nothing. Step out of
your comfort and go out and
help the people that need help.

3. Try to live a better life.
Rather than looking at the
negative, look at the positive.
Not every day is going to be a
good one, but it can be if you
try.

— Rachel Silverman

that are struggling. Struggling
with poverty, addiction, home-
lessness. 

In our society today, there
are more people not willing to
take the time out to help their
community than there should
be. It’s possible to change the
world. It could be as simple as
helping out at a food bank or
the homeless shelter here in
Battle Creek. 

There are opportunities all
around us! Nicholas Winton is
a man that when he was in his
20’s, during the Holocaust,
saved a bunch of children from
being slaughtered in the con-
centration camps. 

Out of the goodness of his
heart, he stepped up and took
action when no one else had
the courage to do so. 

This man is now in his 100’s
and people still today are look-
ing up to him and taking ac-
tion. By being a helpful, con-
siderate, and caring human
being, you can build a commu-
nity up or even a single lost
soul. 

Go. Change a life. Change
the world. Because it can be
done. The only one preventing
you from doing so is you.

So, look in that mirror and
tell yourself that you can save
lives here in Battle Creek,
Mich., and around the world. 

— DeAhndra Parish

Kindness

D uring World War II, the
Nazis took millions of
Jews and put them into

concentration camps. 
Today, thousands of people

are being killed by this terror-
ist group named ISIS. 

Even in school, kids are
being bullied. 

The way we can stop bully-
ing is if the community stands
for what they know is right. 

In school, kids are being
bullied and turned away by
their friends. I want the people
of Battle Creek, Mich., to tell
their children that are in
school that you love them and
hope that they have a good and
blessed day at school.

— Landen Merkle

Family

A value that was broken
down and chipped away
during WWII and one

that should be always cher-
ished is family.

With over 400,000 American
soldiers killed in WWII, there
is no doubt that each one of
those soldiers had a family
torn apart. 

Families like Babe Ciarlo’s,
who were uplifted by the many
letters sent to them, only to
find the devastating news that
they would never receive an-
other letter from their soldier.
Here are some steps to ensure
that your family block is
formed to make a purposeful
and meaningful life.

Step one: Make sure that an
effort is made to spend time
with your family. Unlike Babe,
who was chosen to fight and
ripped from his family, it is
within reach to make time to
see your family. 

You are blessed with people
around you who love you, so
embrace it.

Step two: Help others
around you who have lost
someone close to them. Just
because they aren’t blood re-
lated doesn’t mean that they
can’t be a part of a family bond
with others. 

You and a group of friends
could help someone be a part
of a family bond as strong as
any family they could dream.
Little things could combine to
create something even bigger
than expected. 

Next time you and your
friends come in contact with
someone in need of a family,
just know that they could be
searching for a family that you
could help create.

— John Vann

Fight for others

L ook at yourself right now
in the mirror. Is your face
the face that will change

the world? If so, then, “let’s
roll.”

There needs to be more
impactful people in the world
that have the courage to stand
up and fight for Americans

From history’s darkest chapter, lessons of hope

Discrimination of any kind
can poison the reputation of an
organization, community or a
state, with a brush that extends
beyond the reach of those im-
mediately affected. 

If the State of Michigan is
against gay marriage are they
also anti-Semitic? Anti-Asian?
Anti-black?

Perception is reality, and if
you are in any minority class,
who wants to take that chance? 

Michigan is one of 15 states
that bans same-sex marriages
and one of two in the Midwest.
We share this distinction with
bastions of progress like Mis-
sissippi, Alabama and Texas.
Great.

Every other state has elim-
inated same-sex marriage bans
or ruled them illegal. Now, the
Supreme Court will settle the
case.

That suits Bill Schuette, the
attorney general who has a
history of opposing gay mar-
riage: “This case involves peo-
ple of good will, sincerely mo-
tivated, on both sides ...”

That is a lot of crap. People
of good will don’t try to restrict
the rights of others to rights

they themselves enjoy. Bigotry
is never a sign of “good will.”

The problem with waiting is
Michigan then becomes com-
pliant by fiat, not by its own
initiative. When the U.S. gov-
ernment had to call in federal
troops in Alabama to insure the
safety of black children going
to an all-white school, did ev-
eryone think the era of segre-
gation and racism in that state
was over?

If you were a highly skilled
black worker in demand any-
where in the country, would
you have taken a job in Ala-
bama?

Highly skilled workers are
in demand in Michigan as the
unemployment rate continues
to drop. 

If those highly skilled work-
ers are lesbian, gay or trans-
gendered, they may avoid
coming to a state determined
to not end a discriminatory law

until forced to do so by the
Supreme Court.

MiBiz, which reports on
business news in Michigan,
cites examples of highly
skilled gay professionals who
were warned about coming to
Michigan. One was told “You’ll
regret it.”

While many of the largest
corporations in the state are
working to attract the best and
brightest, irrespective of gen-
der orientation, the cloud of
the same-sex marriage ban
serves as a warning to the
entire LGBT community —
and beyond.

Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce President Gerald
Baker says, “If Michigan is to
succeed in attracting skilled
workers and in holding onto
the millennial generation, it
will need to be perceived as a
state that is welcoming to all
people and lifestyles.”

That is the money pitch.
Failing to be seen as “open and
welcoming” means we stand a
good chance of losing millenni-
als and other professionals,
most of whom are not LGBT. 

That is because many young

people and professionals know
that intolerance has a “tip of
the iceberg” component. “If
this place is too conservative,
uptight or bigoted to accept
gays — and I know some gays
and it’s no big deal — it is too
uptight and bigoted for me.” 

To further reinforce that
suspicion of bias, the Michigan
Senate just (this past week)
reintroduced the “Religious
Freedom Restoration Act,”
which I have commented on at
length, as legal permission to
discriminate against someone
based on “sincerely held be-
liefs.” 

Couple that with the failure
to update the Eliot-Larsen Civil
Rights Act to include LGBT
protection and the picture isn’t
pretty.

Maintaining clearly dis-
criminatory practices to the
bitter end and institutionaliz-
ing permission to discriminate
suggests a lack of progressive-
ness in other areas. 

While some may like closing
state borders to members of
the LGBT community, I doubt
many are supportive of 20-
somethings abandoning Michi-

gan with their U-M, WMU or
MSU degrees for Colorado or
California as a result of believ-
ing Michigan is intolerant and
backward.

And, it isn’t just young peo-
ple who have that thought.
Intolerance against any group,
which is a form of adult bully-
ing, makes many professionals
and people of good will uncom-
fortable. 

Because prejudice is illog-
ical (it is the act of “pre-judg-
ing” before one has any facts)
it is as easy to be prejudiced
against any group — African-
Americans, Burmese, Hispan-
ics, and, yes, nudists — as it is
to be against LGBT members.

So, who’s next? Michigan is
either open for business and
welcoming to “all people and
lifestyles,” or it isn’t. The two
go together.

If we want this state (and
ourselves) to fully benefit
from the coming economic tail
winds and be a welcoming
place for all people, we have to
fix more than the roads.

Bill Schroer is the principal of the
WJSchroer Co. in Battle Creek.

Michigan sliding down a slippery slope of bigotry
NOTHING TO HIDE

Bill Schroer


